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Can you imagine living in 17 different foster homes, attending seven different elementary schools in three 
different school districts before entering the ninth grade? This has been the reality for one Student of Promise. 
Every day in Clovis Unified, there are students who attend school faithfully, excel academically, do their 
homework, participate in co-curricular activities but face extreme obstacles that we may never know about – 
homelessness, teen pregnancy, foster care, abuse, loss of parents and family, severe pain and illness or addiction. 
They are young men and women who choose not to allow their struggles to define who they become.  

Each spring, the Foundation for Clovis Schools recognizes high school juniors, just like these, who are beating 
the odds each and every day. The purpose of Students of Promise is to celebrate the perseverance of students 
facing challenging situations in their lives by giving them a boost of encouragement to finish high school. Each 
student selected for recognition is eligible to receive a $2,000 scholarship to use in post-secondary education 
upon graduation.

The Students of Promise scholarship program wouldn’t be possible without community sponsors who believe in 
investing in students. To date, more than 250 Clovis Unified students have received the Students of Promise 
scholarships. The Foundation for Clovis Schools is actively searching for individuals and businesses with interest 
in donating to the Foundation to support its mission to improve the academic and personal achievement for 
Clovis Unified students.  
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Thank you for supporting the Students of Promise.

To give you a glimpse of these 
remarkable students, here are three 

stories of past recipients...

Demonstrate your company’s commitment to investing in 
students while raising your brand exposure by becoming 
a Student of Promise sponsor. A $5,000 sponsorship will 
help underwrite the cost of the event and scholarships. 
Sponsorships also help continue the work of the 
Foundation’s signature programs, which strive to 
encourage all students toward continuous academic 
achievement through innovative educational programs.

As a sponsor, you’ll receive the following benefits:
• A table with seating for eight at the Students of 

Promise Awards Gala;
• Logo inclusion in invitations mailed to approximately 

500 Foundation supporters and school district staff;  
• Name recognition in media releases;
• Logo inclusion in event program and A/V presentation;
• Acknowledgment in CUSD Today (district-wide 

newspaper distributed monthly to 34,000 student 
and employee households). 

In addition, individuals and organizations who support 
the Foundation for Clovis Schools at this level are 
designated as a “Superintendent’s Shareholder” and 
will be invited to an exclusive luncheon hosted by 
Superintendent Eimear O’Farrell in spring 2020. 

To ensure your company is included in all marketing 
and publicity materials, please confirm your 
participation by Wednesday, January 22, 2020.    

If you have questions regarding the Students of Promise 
program and event, please contact Sara Almaraz in the 
Foundation office at 327-9095 or by email at 
saraalmaraz@cusd.com. 

Students of Promise Scholarship 
and Awards Gala
Wednesday, March 11, 2020
Clovis Veterans Memorial District
808 4th Street  |  Clovis  |  6:30 p.m.

Remarkable Stories of Perseverance

Partner with Us...

Plagued with severe headaches 
from the age of five, this teen was 
diagnosed with a benign brain 
tumor during freshman year. Unable 
to talk and paralyzed after surgery, a 
rigorous schedule of physical and 
speech therapy required freshman 
courses to be completed through 
home study. The challenges did not 
stop this student from returning 
sophomore year, on target for 
graduation and even enrolling in 
advanced placement US History. 
This student maintained 
involvement as a member of the 
mock trial team and aspires to be 
an international lawyer.  

This past recipient along with a 
parent fled Iran in 2011 due to 
persecution of Christian beliefs. 
They spent 18 months in a Turkish 
refugee camp isolated from others, 
without access to medical care or 
education. A sponsorship brought 
them to Fresno and the student 
“hit the ground running” as a 
Clovis Unified freshman. Hard work 
and a can-do attitude garnered a 
4.0 GPA in college preparatory 
courses, earning the Principal’s 
Honor Roll every semester. This 
student wants to continue on to 
higher education and provide care 
for disadvantaged groups.

The home environment for this 
past Student of Promise recipient 
led to excessive school absences in 
elementary school. Often making 
arrangements to stay with 
classmates on school nights to 
ensure return to school the next day, 
this student relied on help from a 
Clovis Unified teacher who kept 
toiletry items in the classroom for 
the student to freshen up. The 
instability continued until junior high 
when the student had an 
opportunity to live with a 
Clovis Unified family. This student 
looks forward to being the first in 
the family to attend college.
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