
AP English Literature and Composition (2018-2019) 
Summer Assignment  

 

Welcome to AP Literature! Please pick up or purchase a copy (purchase is highly recommended for note taking purposes)                   
of Frankenstein by Mary Shelley. You will also pick up a poetry textbook for this class: both Frankenstein and Sound                    
and Sense are currently available at the library. All reading and accompanying assignments are mandatory; it is expected                  
that all reading assignments are complete and all writing assignments are submitted and printed by the indicated due date. 
 
All typed work will be submitted to turnitin.com. If you do not already have a turnitin.com student account, you will need                     
to create one. In order to do so, you will need a valid email address and to create an account password (one you will                        
remember). Once you have successfully logged in to turnitin.com, you will need to select “Enroll in a class” and enter the                     
following information:  Class ID: 18195288 Password/Enrollment Key: APLIT20182019 

 
Assignment #2 and Assignment #5 need to be typed and submitted to turnitin.com separately by Sunday, August 19th at                   
11:59 pm. Assignments may be submitted before this date, and TWO hard copies of these assignments must be brought                   
to class on Monday, August 20th. (One will be turned in, and one will be used in class discussions.) Late assignments                     
will not be accepted on turnitin.com nor in class.  
 
In addition to completing the assigned reading and work, I encourage you to read as many novels and plays as you can.                      
Of course, enjoy what you read, but read like an AP student. Stop and reflect on character development, author’s purpose,                    
and tone as well as themes that may apply to each piece.  
 
If you have questions or concerns, please email me at KatieOgden@cusd.com. I try to check our email once a week over                     
summer break, so please be patient.  Have a great summer, and happy reading! 
 
Educationally Yours, 
Katie Ogden 
 

Google Classroom Code: h38nx1f 
 

Summer Reading Assignments 
Assignment #1 
Read the three articles located in Google Classroom. “How to Do a Close Reading” (Kain), “How to Mark a Book”                    
(Adler), and “How to Take Cornell Notes for AP Literature.” Use these suggestions and skills as you read all assignments                    
this year.  Then, read and annotate the Frankenstein Background Notes and Information packet (Resources). 
 
Assignment #2 
Although not formally educated, Mary Shelley’s father encouraged her to read anything she wanted and to associate                 
herself with his intellectual friends. When she was nine years old, Shelley heard Samuel Taylor Coleridge recite his                  
famous poem “The Rime of the Ancient Mariner.” This poem is alluded to in Shelley’s novel, Frankenstein, and had                   
great influence on the structure and themes of her novel. Read and annotate Coleridge’s poem “The Rime of the Ancient                    
Mariner” (in this and on Google Classroom). Complete a two-page journal entry explaining what you think the meaning                  
of the poem is. Be sure to use quotations from the poem to support your thinking (reference line numbers in parentheses).                     
It is important that your analysis of the poem is based on your own thoughts. This assignment should be typed in MLA                      
format (Times New Roman font). For a review of MLA format, visit the Purdue Online Writing Lab                 
(owl.english.purdue.edu).  
 
Assignment #3 
Mary Shelley used the subtitle “The Modern Prometheus” for her novel Frankenstein. Read and annotate the myth of                  
Prometheus (in this packet or Google Classroom). There are two versions of the myth: one from Bulfinch’s Mythology by                   
Thomas Bulfinch and one from Mythology by Edith Hamilton. Keep these stories in mind while reading Frankenstein, or                  
The Modern Prometheus. 
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Assignment #4 
Read Mary Shelley’s Frankenstein. As you read, mark passages relating to the five universal themes listed below. If you                   
are using your own copy of the novel, you may mark and write in the margins of the text. If you are using the library’s                         
copy of the novel, you can use Post-Its to take notes and mark passages.  
 
Frankenstein Universal Themes: 

A. Dangerous Knowledge- The pursuit of knowledge is at the heart of Frankenstein. This ruthless pursuit often 
brings danger.  Mark passages that demonstrate the dangers of pursuing knowledge. 

B. The Impact of Nature- The Romantics viewed nature as a source of emotional experiences and spiritual 
renewal. Literature in the Gothic tradition, which is a branch of Romanticism, also noted nature’s destructive 
capabilities. Find quotations to show how nature impacts the novel or amplifies its meaning. 

C. Secrecy- Victor’s pursuit of knowledge from his youth forward is often shrouded in secrecy. Find passages 
that highlight this. 

D. Texts and Language (or framing)- The novel is full of texts, such as letters, notes, journals, inscriptions, and 
books. Mark passages that allude to the importance of language. 

E. Isolation- Although Victor grows up in a loving family, he becomes isolated in parts of the novel. Other 
characters also experience isolation.  Find quotations that describe the effects of isolation on individuals and 
society. 

 
Assignment #5 
After reading the novel, answer the discussion questions below. Each response should address all parts of the question                  
and be supported by references to the text. Cite quotations parenthetically with the page number. Answers should be                  
typed in MLA format and at least one page in length each (double spaced). Responses do not need to be in separate                      
documents, but please clearly label the question number to which you are responding at the top of each response. It is                     
important that your answers are your own thoughts.  
 
Frankenstein Discussion Questions: 

1. Who is Prometheus and what conflicts (internally and externally) does he face?  What is Shelley’s overall purpose 
of subtitling her novel “the Modern Prometheus”?  What connections can be made between Frankenstein and 
Prometheus? 

2. Analyze Victor Frankenstein’s character, concentrating on his values and psychological makeup.  What does he 
value?  What motivates him?  What appear to be his “moral standards”? 

3. Victor warns Robert that acquiring knowledge can lead to “destruction and infallible misery” (38).  What serious 
consequences does the acquisition of knowledge have in the novel?  Does the acquisition of knowledge have 
negative consequences in our society? 

4. Frankenstein’s isolation from his fellow creatures is parallel to the Creature’s own situation.  In what other ways 
are Victor and the Creature strikingly similar?  

5. Why did Victor create the Creature?  What responsibilities did Victor, as the creator, have toward his creature? 
Why did Victor abandon the Creature?  How much responsibility should be placed on the Creature? 

6. Describe the Creature.  What are his first impressions of the world?  What comprises his early education? 
Describe his first encounters with society.  How does he learn to read?  To write?  What books form an influence 
on him?  To what characters in literature does he most relate?  Why? 

7. One of the novel’s tragedies is the inability of the characters to recognize the humanity of the Creature.  What 
qualities make us human?  Which of these qualities does the Creature possess?  What qualities does he not have? 
How does the nature vs. nurture debate fit into the novel’s storyline and conflicts? 

8. Why is the Creature never given a Christian name?  What does this suggest?  What names is he called throughout 
the novel?  Why?  How does he perceive himself (think of his reaction when he first sees his own reflection)? 
How crucial is society’s acceptance/rejection of the Creature? 

9. What purpose is served by having Robert Walton’s letter frame Victor’s story?  Why does Shelley structure her 
novel into these “frames” with three different narrators? 

10. Who is the actual monster in Frankenstein? 
 
 
 



Assignment #6 
Read chapter 1 of Perrine’s Sound & Sense: An Introduction to Poetry.  In preparation for our study of poetry, take 
Cornell Notes on chapter 1, as listed below.  Review “How to Take Cornell Notes for AP Literature” which is located 
with your readings from Assignment #1. 

● Chapter One: What Is Poetry? (pp. 3-10) 
○ Include brief notes on the poems: “The Eagle,” “Winter,” “Shall I compare thee to a summer’s day?” - 

DO NOT answer the questions after the poems 
○ At the bottom of your Cornell Notes, answer Reviewing Chapter One questions #1-4 (p. 10) 

 
 
 
 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7zrCuNQxF5RRjVDT2RTY0tWVHc/view?usp=sharing

