
 English 9 Honors at CW for 2019-2020 
 

Advantages of the Honors/AP English Program at CW 
 

 Honors 9 and Honors 10 courses are designed to give you a solid background in higher level reading and writing skills 

which will prepare you for AP Composition in your junior year and AP Literature in your senior year as well as other 

junior/senior English classes that grant college credit.  Students who take AP (Advanced Placement) classes in high 

school have the opportunity to earn college credit and a weighted GPA.  Every year, Clovis West graduates many hard 

working seniors who, with AP credit, enter college with a semester or two (sometimes more) of university units 

already completed.   

 
 English 9/10 Honors classes place a strong emphasis on reading, writing, and critical thinking skills – skills that will 

help prepare you for college entrance.  Colleges tend to look favorably on motivated students who challenge 

themselves with AP and Honors courses. 

 

How can I qualify for the Honors English program at CW? 

 
  If a student has a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or higher, an A in Language Arts, and AB teacher recommendation he/she 

will automatically qualify for enrollment in the program.  All you need to do is tell your Clovis West counselor during 

registration to sign up. 

 

 If a student does not meet all three of these requirements, he/she still has the opportunity to enroll in the class by 

passing the placement test.  This will be administered in the Kastner library at 2:40 pm on  Wednesday, March 13. 

You will have until 4:00 pm to finish.  Bring binder paper and a pencil.   

 
 A make up testing session will be held after lunch in the Kastner library in May (TBA). Interested students must sign 

up with their AB teacher for this testing session. Bring binder paper and a pencil.  

 

 Students who enroll in the class are required to read Of Mice and Men over the summer, several short expository 

works, and a book of their own choosing.  Students will demonstrate that they have read the material over the 

summer by completing assignments and tests/quizzes in class when school starts in the fall.  Students will also be 

required to complete an essay over the summer.  Directions will be distributed to students in late May through their 

AB teacher.  

FAQs 

 
Q. What if I am absent, have commitments after school or transportation issues during the testing session on 

Wednesday, March 13? 

A. Our goal is for every student to have the opportunity to pursue English 9 Honors if he/she wishes, and so there 

will a second opportunity to test.  This session will be held after lunch in May in the Kastner library.  You will need to 

sign up with your AB teacher to participate in this testing session.  

 

Q. What if I want to take AP Comp and AP Lit as a junior/senior but don’t want to take English 9 Honors or English 

10 Honors? 

A.  You still have the option of enrolling in the English AP’s in high school if you have English teacher 

recommendation, but remember that your best chance for success in those classes are the honors English classes you 

take in your freshman and sophomore years. 

 

Q. Do I need to sign up to take the placement test after school on Wednesday, March 13? 

A. No.  Just report to the Kastner library at 2:50 with paper and pencil. 

 

 

 

 



Q.  What if I don’t qualify for English Honors 9 for my freshman year. Can I still take English 10 Honors in my 

sophomore year? 

A. Unfortunately, no. English 9 Honors is a perquisite for English 10 Honors, but CW does offer a pre-AP class to 

sophomores who did not have the advantage of taking English 9 Honors but wish to enroll in advanced English classes 

in their junior/senior years.   

 

Q. How does CW determine who is accepted in the English 9 Honors program? 

A. If you earned an A in Language Arts, have a 3.5 or better GPA, and have AB teacher recommendation, then you 

qualify for the class.  If you don’t qualify, you may take the placement test on Tuesday, March 12. We will use the 

results of that test, along with your GPA, your Language Arts grade, and AB teacher input regarding your work ethic 

and potential to determine if you qualify. 

 

Q. How will I find out if I have been accepted into the program? 

A. We will send each student a letter through his/her KIT AB teacher indicating acceptance later in May. 

 

Q. What if I’m afraid of earning less than an A in the English 9 Honors class? 

A.  We have found that students who qualify for the class and are highly motivated are able to succeed in the class.  

Always remember that colleges look at more than just your GPA.  Many college admissions officers and counselors 

advise that students who earn a B in advanced classes are better prepared for college than those students who 

avoided challenging classes just to maintain all As in high school. 

 

Q. What is covered in English 9 Honors and what makes it different from regular English 9? 

A. Students will write at least six to eight major essays in Honors 9 and read several independent novels of their 

choice. We also read one Shakespearean play, two novels, a Greek tragedy and a contemporary American play in 

addition to a variety of short articles and editorials, historical texts and speeches, poems and short stories.  Common 

Core standards are covered, as is MLA format and vocabulary development. Writing skills are emphasized. The pace 

in Honors is faster, the reading is more plentiful and challenging, and the class discussions are more advanced. You 

will be held to a higher standard of reading, writing and critical thinking.  

 

Q. What does the entrance test cover? 

A. The entrance test measures English grammar, sentence structure, literary skills and writing skills.   

 

Q. What if I am accepted into the class now but later decide to drop the class and enroll in regular English 9? 

A.  If you decide to make the change before school starts in August, contact your CW counselor so that she can 

adjust your schedule.  If you decide to change once school has started, you will need to discuss the situation with 

Mrs. Booth and your CW counselor to make sure that you’re making the right choice. 

 

Q. What if my parents and I have additional questions about the program? 

A.  Contact your CW counselor or Mrs. Booth, English 9 Honors Instructor (lesliebooth@cusd.com).  
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